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occupy it, when she came to power after her son Francis II's
death. And in the year 1564 she began building her own
palace of the Tuileries,46 connecting it with the Louvre by a
long gallery passing through the crowded quarter of the city
which then occupied the intervening space.47 For this palace
she employed the celebrated architect Philibert de TOrme,
who had been ousted from royal favour by the Guises during
Francis IPs reign, but whom Catherine on coming to power
reinstated. Besides this work she was also busy in making
extensive improvements at Fontainebleau, Chenonceaux, and
others of the royal residences, in collecting objects of art of all
kinds, and in patronising literature. And notwithstanding all
the storms of war through which France passed during the
years of Catherine's rule, they form a notable epoch in French
literature, the poets Ronsard, Du Bellay, Belleau, Binet, and
other lesser stars having made this period famous by their
collective name of "the Plei'ade."

Catherine's Edict of Amboise, supplemented by that issued
at Roussillon, had kept France free from war for four years.
The religious animosities, however, fomented on the one side
by the Calvinists in Geneva,48 and on the other by the in-
tolerant temper of the Guise faction, at length again blazed
out, and in September 1567 the Second Religious War was
begun by an attempt made by the Protestants to seize the
person of the young King while the court was at Meaux. The
battle of St Denis followed, in which the Constable Mont-
morency was killed. During the next six months severe fighting
took place in various parts of France, in the course of which
the Protestants took Rochelle, which became their per-
manent headquarters. Eventually, in March 1568 this second
war was brought to an end by the so-called Peace of Long-
jumeau.

How untiring were Catherine's efforts to maintain peace,
and how great the difficulties of the task, is shown in the re-
ports of the various ambassadors. Thus the Spanish envoy
Alava,49 in one of his secret reports to Philip II, informs him